[00:00:03]
[MUSIC] You are listening to Tell Me Your Story where we connect to HLS staff on a personal level. Hello, everyone. This is Edgar Kley Filho from the Office of Equal Opportunity. My pronouns are he, him, his. Today, we are talking to Patricia Alejandro from the Transactional Law Clinic, who you tell us about her life, how long she is in this position at HLS, and the work she does. Thank you for joining us Patricia, and please, tell me your story.

[00:00:43]
Hi, Edgar and hi everyone. Lovely to be here. Patricia, she, her, pronoums. I've been here now two years.

[00:00:52]
Yes.

[00:00:52]
Then graduated in 2017 from HLS. Never thought I'd be back, but here we are.

[00:00:57]
We are so happy that we are back. I want to get to that point when you say graduate in 2017. We're going to chat about that because I'm really happy to have you here to have had the experience of watching you as a student, being in the hallways, participating in everything, but we are going to talk about that. Let's start from the beginning. We always go back to asking our guests about her family history, if their families are from New England area or where they are from, just to have a sense of where you came from, to know a little bit of a history and the culture that you belong to. What you can tell us about your family, yourself, where you are from?

[00:01:43]
Yes, I was born in Cuba. My parents are in Cuba. Grandparents are still in Cuba. I have some families still there. I came to the US when I was eight, and then I moved to the Northeast for college. Third of my life have been up here, and then I moved to the Northeast for college when I was, I think 18.

[00:02:00]
Eighteen.

[00:02:02]
I've been up here for I'm used to the winter. I'm happy with the winter these days.

[00:02:07]
How much do you remember living in Cuba?

[00:02:10]
I remembered a fair bit. I was even shorter than I am right now. Everything when I gone back, it just felt bigger, but it's actually pretty small. I have a lot of vivid memories. My grandfather was really formative in my life, and he's the father of my mom, just taught me to read. Taught me a lot of things about life. I have a lot of memories about him, a lot of memories playing as a kid in Cuba. We didn't have traffic or cars, so we would just play out on the street and dreamt every child could have that. It was so much fun just be able to have the same.

[00:02:43]
This is always something that, I don't know if it is the inner child calling for those kind of relationships, memories kind of a thing. That's exactly what I think. How vivid or how much can you remember being a child in your neighborhood? How was the neighborhood? How was relationships, cousins or neighbors? What do you have that you keep in your memory at early age?

[00:03:09]
I'm an only child, but I do have a very close cousin. She used to live right across the street. We grew up as sisters, basically, playing with each other. She's three years older than I'm. I could just walk over to her house. She could walk over to my house. There were other one of my best friend in Cuba who's now in the US as well. She and I would play all the time. She'd come on over. The good and the bad, because as I'm older, I learned things that my mom would hide from me too a little bit. When I would invite my friend over for dinner, for example, or a meal on the weekend, she given the economic situation in Cuba, she had all my food rationed for the week, so she'd have to figure out how to feed another child at the same time, without telling me no, don't invite her over. She never told me no, but she had to figure out how to meal manage basically so that she could feed us both. Those little things where I grew up in a very close community. I would walk around to school on my own, I would go to church on my own. It was safe to go everywhere. I had a lot of independence in terms of getting myself to places. It's very rural, even though it's a big town. You have one main street that goes on the town. We were on one edge of it. I can still to this day figure my way out. Even though I was there only for eight years, I have a mental map of the main places I went to that I could go to. I was also very close to, there was a lady in her family that would take care of me while my parents worked. She was like a second mom like I called her mammi Gladis. She was a second mom, now she's much older, but we're still very close to my family and stay a lot in touch. I had a really wonderful childhood that I can remember very vividly.

[00:05:00]
But was pleasant.

[00:05:01]
It was very pleasant.

[00:05:02]
That's wonderful. Do you remember the name of the town?

[00:05:05]
Ranchuelo.

[00:05:06]
Ranchuelo. How far from Havana? Always our reference for Cuba to be Havana?

[00:05:13]
Yes. I say it's in the center of the island, and for anyone who goes and who knows about there is a Che Guevara monument in the middle of the island in Santa Clara, which is another main city, not as big obviously as Havana, but it's in the center of the city. There's a big a monument that if you're a tourist had you ever go through Cuba and actually drive through to go to other towns, you might stop by and see or your guide might stop by to show you. It's 30 minutes from that city. My dad's town and he's from another town, and he's 30 minutes the other way basically. We're both center but not in a big city, much smaller town, cities. I've only been to Havana, I think twice, maybe three times.

[00:05:57]
Since you came to the same US?

[00:05:58]
No.

[00:05:59]
Since as a kid.

[00:06:02]
I've never been back as an adult, which is something.

[00:06:06]
You said that you went to school there too for a period of time?

[00:06:09]
I was there until fourth grade. I started kindergarten early because I like to read, and they put me in kindergarten a year early. I was fourth grade by the time I left Cuba and then started third grade here in the US. Which was good because I did not speak English, and I needed to pass the fourth grade state at exam. I had a year basically to help me catch up.

[00:06:32]
That was nice.

[00:06:32]
To be able to learn English.

[00:06:33]
How was going to school there in terms of friendship and community base? Was nice? As a good place to go?

[00:06:43]
You look back and you realize how much you go through as a kid, but in some ways, you think less about things and you have to just do it. That helps a lot. I did have several friends and people and their parents who were very supportive because I didn't speak English, but I was the only. I was in a Magnet school. It was a Spanish program, but the vast majority of students were already second third generation or further. They weren't fresh immigrants like I was. They weren't learning English. I had a teacher who gave me my own vocabulary list that I could learn English. I would have my own exercises, but then there were classes like history or book reports and I had to do everything that the other students were doing, even though I couldn't understand. That teacher helped me a lot in terms of, she let me write essays in Spanglish. I would write down every word that I knew English, I would really try, but then when I didn't know a word. This is like pre Google and pre Internet. I would just write it in Spanish and she was bilingual enough that she was able to understand what I was saying. She just let me do that she knew I was giving it a try and that helped me not stop myself or inhibit myself from learning English. Then there were kids who would help me, their parents would help me with book reports because my parents also didn't speak English. Actually, one of my good friends in elementary school is also a clinical instructor here, that's Deanna. Deanna Parrish.

[00:08:15]
Deanna Parrish

[00:08:16]
Yes. She was one of my first and best friends in elementary school.

[00:08:21]
Since then?

[00:08:22]
Since then. We ended up going to different schools after elementary school, so we actually found each other again here at heart.

[00:08:28]
Familiar. We have to go there.

[00:08:31]
We'll go there.

[00:08:31]
This is really cool. I didn't know about Deanna when you say about your friendship with her, but that's a really cool story. You have so much there that I want to ask first because sometimes we ask, how is the school? How diversity is? It sounds like, unless I'm mistaken here, that was a very diverse and Latino based so everybody would have a sense of belonging, which is fantastic when you say, I didn't speak the language. I had to catch up to finish the fourth grade. I had to depend on a lot of support there.

[00:09:08]
The school also had a French and German program, so it was also a whole other groups of folks, but there was a big Spanish group, and many were Spanish speakers or just minority teachers, Miami is very diverse. One thing I'm very grateful for public school in Miami and to go to really good public schools, but also because I was surrounded by people from everywhere. Even later when it wasn't just a Spanish based Magnet Program, we had first generation students from all over, Bangladesh, China, India.

[00:09:42]
[inaudible 00:09:42].

[00:09:45]
I had friends a little bit from everywhere from a very early age. The biggest culture shock after migrating was coming up to the Northeast.

[00:09:54]
I imagine.

[00:09:57]
I have a sense that that experience in Miami was really good as well. I was very right in general. You stayed there in through high school.

[00:10:04]
Yeah, all through high school.

[00:10:06]
How was the experience being in school from middle or elementary?

[00:10:12]
Elementary school.

[00:10:12]
All the way through high school. The process of going was okay all the way through, was hard. Did you felt like things that we talk sometimes about bullying, about friendships or because you are Latina or sometimes you have different people around that can make you know.

[00:10:29]
Yeah.

[00:10:29]
You had good experience all the way through high school?

[00:10:32]
I think in terms of bullying that happened really in elementary school, because I speak English and I had an accent, and because I was in an elementary school where I was one of the very few first generation kids and others were older. I remember I did some bullying myself. Because you learn just with one girl and it's very vivid because it was done to me and so you do it to others. As an adult, you look back and you say, I know why this child caused this harm. I know why I did what I did, and I feel guilt to this day that I did it. I know why it was on done to me. It was because of the language or being even even folk like other Cuban American kids. Once I remember, somebody asked me if I had just arrived recently because of my accent. This is another kid asking these things, are you got made fun of because I would say words that I would translate in my head, what I thought it would be the English words. Instead of saying, for example, that's so funny. I would say, that's so comic and so I got made fun of her saying and if you know English, you know that comic also is a word for funny, but you just it that way. Little things like that one [inaudible 00:11:45].

[00:11:45]
I think it's cooler, actually. People didn't pay attention how on. You weren't a different level, but they were different.

[00:11:51]
I was at different level.

[00:11:52]
They were just being boring, like so funny. We were like, this is so comic.

[00:11:58]
It's so comic.

[00:11:59]
That's really cool. We should start to using that.

[00:12:02]
Yeah, you know, let's just own it now.

[00:12:04]
We're not going to say this is funny anymore. This is so comic. Sounds better. Actually.

[00:12:09]
Thank you. I needed you around when I was eight.

[00:12:14]
All right. How was, can you make a comparison between the time it would be different age. The time that the childhood in Cuba, that was beautiful, feel like was beautiful and pleasant and everything else. Then your childhood in Miami and moving on, if you can make a comparison in terms of what the safety, the village that you could go wherever you want, go to church, go to school, go whatever you want in Cuba, that was much safer. I believe truly that it is because I had same childhood in places in Brazil, far from the big towns. My God, you go far from home. Miles and miles never had any problems. Nowadays, nobody can think about something like that because it's a different story. Could you notice the difference already? Did you start being more protected?

[00:13:09]
Yeah right away.

[00:13:10]
Yeah.

[00:13:10]
My mom always walked me to and from school, even though it was probably the same distance as it had been in Cuba.

[00:13:17]
Wow.

[00:13:18]
I never played with Diana who lived nearby. I wasn't playing with other kids in the street. That wasn't a thing. There was more traffic. Even the neighbors, kids, like, right across from me, remember, maybe we played once together the entire time. It just felt like there was also a big cultural and wealth barrier between us living in the apartment and then living in their big house across the street. It just it never really happened. Then I had a much more parent focused childhood from there on, maybe, I hang out with my parents a lot more, or I was alone a lot more. I just wasn't playing around on the street like I used to as in cuba.

[00:13:57]
What a difference, right?

[00:13:59]
Yeah. I'm so grateful that I had those first eight years to actually play [inaudible 00:14:03].

[00:14:04]
To have a sense of your childhood. I can definitely see that how that would be. Food.

[00:14:12]
Yes.

[00:14:14]
Coming from Cuba, of course, there was the whole way of cooking things, the food that is different. But your mom came with you. I think that carried on, although sometimes it was difficult to find ingredients should be the same.

[00:14:29]
Yeah, No, and Miami, I think it was mostly okay. I just remember they're complaining.

[00:14:33]
A lot of cuba. Latinas in general.

[00:14:36]
Exactly. Yeah. That wasn't so much of a problem, but the chicken, it's always complaining. I don't know if other folks do this, too. It's like chicken in Cuba, tasted a lot better, had more flavor naturally. Then in America [inaudible 00:14:48].

[00:14:48]
Same with Brazil. Even my partner when we go, you talk about this before here, is the way that they are fed farm raised, but with natural dress or whatever it is, instead of.

[00:14:59]
Grain and antibiotics.

[00:15:00]
Yeah, some that they already is not natural. That is a huge different taste of the meat. Chicken and beef.

[00:15:09]
Yeah we can talk about animal. That was the main thing that they complained about. Even in Cuba, when they started importing more American chicken. Remember people complained, like, yes, you're bigger, but, they don't taste like anything. It's not worth it. Like they'd rather actually have a smaller that taste better.

[00:15:29]
Well, you kept that and later, you are going to know difference in terms of food because there was Of course, there is an attraction for the American food and the fast food stuff that you don't have in small towns, right where you come from. But there is a huge difference between the mum's cooked meal, fresh and everything else from the other ones.

[00:15:50]
I did gain weight those first two years. I became a little chubby kid because now I was eating all this candy and processed stuff and sugar that I hadn't had as a kid growing up.

[00:16:00]
Also be more confined instead of running around, I had more fun exercise, and those things that comes natural in your childhood instead of being, you know.

[00:16:09]
That I can have ice cream every day now.

[00:16:11]
Yeah. Tell me a little bit before you go to college. How did you get to know Deanna?

[00:16:20]
Deanna and I were in third grade together. She actually told me the story as an adult because I think I blocked her. It was so many new memories and new people that I didn't remember every little thing of my first few months in the US. My mom sent me to school with toilet paper. She remembers this with toilet paper because you just never know is toilet paper in school? This is the reality for most schools around the world. You'll be able to clean yourself, you go to the toilet as a kid. Someone saw it in my backpack and made fun of me, and Deanna stepped up, and she said, Oh, you know, well, like, that's a great idea. Like, what if we run out of toilet paper, she has some backup. I think that's Deanna to this day, that she's still that person and that caring and loving person that she was to me as a kid. Then we actually she's the only I think? I might have had another sleep over with other children, but really my parents really trusted that I could sleep over her house and stay with her. We did do a few sleepovers as kids. We have a lot of memories of us singing along to movies and doing all the things that kids did in the '90s and then. We had a lot of fun.

[00:17:30]
You stayed for the elementary and middle?

[00:17:34]
Just elementary school.

[00:17:35]
Just elementary. Then she went for different places. [OVERLAPPING].

[00:17:37]
Different schools.

[00:17:38]
Different directions. High school also college?

[00:17:40]
Also college, completely different. Yeah.

[00:17:43]
But you was in the same city. We were in the same city around the same neighborhood.

[00:17:48]
The same college.

[00:17:51]
Let different schools.

[00:17:52]
How was the preparation for college? You were even family views on that.

[00:17:59]
I had no idea what I was doing. I loved learning. I was a smart kid. I also just loved learning. I also thought I had to do well because since I was a kid, I did well in school. That's you continue doing well, and I'm a rule follower and law-abiding citizen most of the time [LAUGHTER] so that I would want to do the best that I could since I was a kid without really questioning it, do my homework, all that thing. I had no sense of what, I knew I needed some distance from family because as an only kid, I knew I needed a little bit of space to grow. Even if you didn't have words for it, you know as a young person. I applied to a range of schools. I apply to some schools that had a free application no fee because, hey, it was free to apply, why not? I have a backup. Then the counselor, I remember showed up with like over 20 schools, and she was like, well, these are all great schools, and I think that's when I started hearing about the rich schools, the medium schools, the safety schools. I made my own decision and I applied to a bunch of the rich schools Princeton, Harvard Yale thing. I had no idea, and then I thought that if I got into any of them, I wouldn't be able to afford it [LAUGHTER] because I had no idea there was financial aid for people like me. I was like, okay, I will reach, and I will apply to some of those. I ended up getting into all of them, but I still didn't know if I could pay for it, and then I realized, like, oh, basically.

[00:19:34]
You were accepting quite a few of them?

[00:19:36]
Yeah, I accepted in, Harvard, Princeton, Yale. I went to the visiting again, not having any idea what all of this meant.

[00:19:45]
Amazing.

[00:19:45]
I went to the visiting weekend. I applied. Yale was early admission.

[00:19:50]
Yeah, I remember.

[00:19:51]
You didn't have to commit to it but you could apply early and honestly, that was such a relief having gotten into university like October, November because I was doing a million IB at Sam's. I had been taking online classes. I was just doing so much that some of the pressure just went off the final semester in high school. Like I'm riding college. Like, I'm good. [LAUGHTER] I still did well, but I didn't have to panic so much or stress so much. My parents and I did go for visiting weekend at Yale and it was overwhelming. There was so much happening. But I remember there was this girl that I was trying to call my mom or wave at her from across the courtyard. I think just like, as a young person, just like, kidding around with her, trying to get her attention, but I wasn't super serious about it. This other Latino student comes up to me, and she's like, Hey you're trying to reach to your mom? Like, do you want me to go talk to her? And I was just like, wow, I just felt very welcome to that little moment. Really made me feel like this is a place where there.

[00:20:49]
A gesture.

[00:20:50]
A gesture.

[00:20:52]
You picked Yale?

[00:20:53]
Yes, I stuck with it. Psychologically, I think that works really well. You get in early in a school. But I also liked it. I also felt yeah, everybody was nice, and I started making friends pretty early.

[00:21:05]
That would be as far as you remember, looking at the school in general, the location, the campus, and this person who was stuck to your mind, that's a memory there. All that helped you to make the decision or there was more like whatever they offered, whatever the financial package was?

[00:21:27]
I think in part going, even though I had no idea what to compare it to. It's not like I could go on a college so with my parents. We had no money to afford going to different schools and seeing different things. Remember just being overwhelmed with how many things like, how would I have time to do all these things? The feeling. It was beautiful. I don't think I had a sense of like location, how difficult it would be. All the rest four years of my life would be taking a plane from Miami to New York and then a train for two hours. I don't think I had a lot of sense of how things worked. Again, I had nothing really to compare it to. I had nobody to tell me, colleges like this or here the different options. I just know it was really good school. Then I remember my mom got a meager race, but she got a race as was pre recession. $20 an hour and I told her she tells me the story often, and she was putting me to bed and I said, Mummy I'm really proud of you that you're getting this race. I'm also really worried because we won't be able to pay for college now. I'm really worried that you know her like $1 raise an hour it's going to really break. Break the opportunity to be able to go to college. She was, don't worry about it. You'll see like God, we do I will work itself out, and you'll see it all work itself out. I didn't realize just like how poor I was in comparison to everyone else. Yale was mostly free they still understand they've taken this out. But back then, you had a student parent contribution.

[00:23:00]
Wow.

[00:23:00]
It's like 3,000 and $5,000 every semester, if I remember correctly. That's a lot of money for. I always had a part-time job while at Yale, like, from the first semester to the end. It was like a few hours a week, and I'm sure other students had to work a lot more. But you look back, and you say, there were a few that were struggling.

[00:23:20]
Struggling and that is the knees and everything.

[00:23:23]
Because I could go home to see my family. Like, I saved enough pocket money to be able to eat outside, that thing, where my parents at that time were able to afford that 3,000 $5,000. It was a lot of money but, we could get through with it, and I had enough money to go fly home. But I remember paying for a lot of little things since I was in college with a part-time job that I would do.

[00:23:47]
Interesting. You described again another thing that people would call resilience, and for us, it's just embedded in our culture in our way to move forward with that because like you said, we are poor. We need to invest in something. You don't know even how, but we are going. It's very much what you have to do. Some people calculate sometimes too much over this and that. Sometimes you don't have a choice, you just have to know try and figure out how you're going to resolve that later. But investing in that was the necessary part and even with your parents doing whatever they could do. At the same time, like you said, going to Yale, have to take a flight from Miami to New York New, and then train two hours, all that to get to school, and then keep going with your academics and everything else. For certain people, just thinking about that is like, oh, I can't. That's a block on the road. It's too much for me to make a decision in a negative way. I would try something closer. But then it's Yale.

[00:25:00]
I'm so grateful that my parents or I say my dad, especially because there's still some gender differences built into our culture. Women being more protected in the family, not being treated the same as men. I'm just grateful that my parents were very supportive of me. Of course, they were very stressed about me going away and not being able to be there for me and to this day. Sill stresses them out.

[00:25:26]
You do.

[00:25:27]
Obviously, I'm the only child, but they never got in the way of me going wherever I wanted to go. I'm extremely not everybody gets that, I think. I've heard stories of other women being treated a little differently, and I.

[00:25:42]
You still heavy story nowadays about how women are treated all over the world and what the chances are and what they can achieve based on man's perspective and vision.

[00:25:53]
In Miami, too, I don't think my parents knew a lot about that. At that time, but the word on the street, especially from other men, is that if you send your child over to those Northeastern Ivy League schools, they're just going to become liberals and so then there's that built into it, where that whole fear, if your child growing or your child learning new things that maybe you don't know. There's a lot, I think of vulnerability for the parents who do give that up and really support their child because you know that your child is going to go study where you didn't have a chance to study, learn what you didn't have a chance to learn, just grow beyond your comprehension that takes a lot of vulnerability and love from parents.


[00:26:36]
To trust you and whatever they could do for you, they did.

[00:26:39]
They did.

[00:26:40]
After that, how could they avoid? Do you truly believe that the base of this family structure that you received was enough to see things when you were in college and even after in grad school, the things that happened around, I've say, I'm not sure if I should go that way because that can take me to a wrong path?

[00:27:04]
Definitely I feel a lot of gratitude. My dad left Cuba for three years before my mom and I and him were reunited in the United States. He left first so when I say my mom did this is because he just wasn't around for three years, but I think my mom, especially during those years, helped me just to be very independent.

[00:27:29]
There was a little bit of bullying also in Cuba, a bit of just snickering and things kids do or say. I just didn't care. She just taught me not to particularly give a lot of attention to my worth was not based on what other people thought or said, and I grew up with her just really modeling that for me. I didn't have any doubts about myself. Obviously, those are there for the majority of people, but not to the extent that it would ever. I didn't have to, apart from assimilating and feeling the pressure of assimilating as an immigrant kid, I didn't feel any pressure to try to fit in further by doing anything harmful.

[00:28:07]
Your mom sound like a strong woman.

[00:28:10]
She had to grow up a lot in terms of when my dad was gone. She had to leave the household and really stand up for me and advocate for me and for herself in ways that she hadn't had to before. She had to really grow up a lot, too. I'm sure it was very hard for her. Very tough period. Hard drugs were around in high school. This it's not like college was the first time. But no curiosity. Also, honestly, I think part of me also said, I have to preserve the brain cells that I have because I have worked really hard, and this has been a struggle [LAUGHTER] and I can not risk it. [LAUGHTER]

[00:28:46]
I think sometimes is that territorial mentality. The experience in Yale was a good one. You have a good environment for you?

[00:28:59]
I think overall, yes, and it's not the experience of all of my friends that went to Yale. It was just such a vast place to learn, to explore, even though I didn't let myself do a lot of that until senior year. I was very focused on very serious degree studies, I was doing. In senior year, I let go of a lot of that and just had a little bit more fun. Took more art classes, took more literature classes. I was studying genocide, human rights, conflict resolution for my degree. They were heavy topics. Senior year I had a little bit more fun taking literature and art. But overall, I made so many good friends that I still have to this day. There were struggles too in terms of realizing, I don't have the same, not even fully realizing it, but starting to notice that just the wealth disparity was so large for a lot of us. One of my best friends was also lower income. Very different, right? She's from the South. She's not Latina. We had each other to talk about these other challenges, too. My roommates were from all over the US, from all over the world. I ended up just learning a lot more about other cultures that I knew less about. I loved it because I had grown up already in Miami in a pretty multicultural environment. And Yale, I ended up creating that for myself because it's another shock to go and say, that's actually not the norm. That's not the majority. But you can build your own friends and find your own sense of togetherness. It was tough in ways that I didn't know how to find mentors. I didn't feel comfortable with office hours. I didn't know how to get free money for spring break trips. I didn't know how to navigate with the networking. That some other students definitely did more easily because they've seen that with their parents or they had a better sense of what career options they had afterwards. I had very little mentorship and little guidance.

[00:31:13]
That's really interesting, Patricia, because thinking about not just Yale, but any other university school. The school had these programs, you didn't know. You are describing, for example, some students had upper hand because their family had a better preparation for them. But did you find out later that Yale had a program that could give you more orientation, mentorship, or they didn't have at the time? Because I think it matters, based on what you are saying, that maybe some groups or organizations should focus more in terms of how can you support these groups?

[00:32:01]
I think it tried to do it in some ways that were not perfect. You have a freshman counselor, which I think Harvard has two similar model. But she was applying for med school and she was never around. Then we had a cultural counselor was also a student. Actually, I showed up. The funny story is that I went to Yale without any dresses because I thought I was there to study. Why would I be going to parties? I was going to university [LAUGHTER]. Then there were all these social events, and I didn't have a single thing to put on. She basically opened up her closet and let me try on all her dresses to see if I could borrow one.

[00:32:40]
Nice.

[00:32:41]
You had a little bit of support in that way. But so much burden, I think is put on students to build that support for themselves and to advocate for themselves. Even the Cuban Undergraduate Association, we were mostly a cultural group that got together. I don't know if we even had any funding. I was not involved in the leadership of it, and I didn't get involved until my junior year. I think because I felt it was a difference as having been born in Cuba, I didn't know that many folks who were second, third generation or it was just a different cultural space even because of the generational difference. Then I ended up really embracing it in my junior and senior year and enjoying it. But I don't know if we could have easily said, hey, we need to talk to maybe we didn't just have that many professors that we felt supported. We didn't have a sense of who could really be there for us. I found it in my own way through other folks, our writing tutor, [OVERLAPPING] she was really supportive. I used to go to her a lot and felt comfortable going to the writing tutor often in my residential college. I had this part time job I had for three years. I made friends who were graduate students who gave me other mentorship and support. But it all happened naturally and organically, wasn't really built institutionally for.

[00:34:03]
Something that was available that you would know of or was.

[00:34:07]
[OVERLAPPING] Not any other time anyhow.

[00:34:09]
Interesting. I'm asking this question for you. Because being part of the of the Dean Of Students office, those were things that the staff always was trying to figure out, and even the administration how can you make students to be more included in this stuff or how can you build programs that could help them. Because there is always here. The experience that I have is always the graduate school. The first year is extremely heavy. The students come with such a expectation and a built perspective of what the Harvard Brand is, and here the same. They come and they're very focused on what they need to do. Sometimes you feel like we need to offer the social part for them as well, and some come already prepared because they have all support like you described in your college years from other folks. That's what stuck to my mind saying this is exactly what you're saying in early beginning in terms of college. Yale or Harvard College would be the same. What are the programs that people should focus on to allow students to have tutoring or mentoring would be the most important one in a serious level for the students [NOISE] down, I have to stop here [NOISE]. This means that you have to go out.

[00:35:36]
You have to go somewhere [LAUGHTER]. We have a real fire alarm [LAUGHTER].

[00:35:42]
We have to quit now?

[00:35:43]
We have to go. [LAUGHTER]

[00:35:45]
Let me block this. [NOISE] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We heard a fire alarm and had to exit the building. It was a fire drill, and everything is okay. [MUSIC] We will finish our conversation with Patricia on the next episode. Make sure to tune in. [MUSIC].

