[MUSIC] You are listening to tell me your story where we connect to HLS staff on a personal level. Welcome back to the second half of our conversation with Ligia. Enjoy it.

Then Edgar, I moved to Boston. But I tell to my dad because my dad is very angry because how do you move?

Do you leave everything?

You are my first daughter, what happened? You know, what I need if for you to stay over here, why do you need to move to another country, I'm far away?

Oh, my God.

I tell to my dad, I want to start to studying English. Then I like Boston pappy, so I don't know, maybe I want to stay over there. I don't know.

What was in Boston that you like, Ligia? What do you think it is a connection with the city?

Edgar I think the first part is the education for the people.

You think so?

Yes. My cousin is living in one part, the name of the street is for around to the mall of the Copley. I remember is a Beacon street.

There is Beacon Hill.

No, Beacon street.

Beacon Street.

Beacon street. I liked how the people is living and work and when you want to cross the street, the car stops, in Colombia you can’t see that in this moment. Now it's a little different, but in this in this moment, I turn the corner in my house in Colombia and my mom know the the neighbor tell oh, Ligia is going to the corner. I don't know.

I know. I get it. Like the independence.

Not too many people looking into your business.

I don't know.

It's typical, is the same thing in Brazil. Like you said, having this privacy. I don't need anybody knowing what I'm doing, where I'm going, that thing and here you have that privacy.

But you know Edgar in this moment because I had almost 20 years so this is important. But you know what I miss now? That my neighbors.

I know everybody?

Yes. I don't know.

Now, you became your parents. Now you know everybody.

Yes. I don't know. When I go to vacation to Colombia and I like to open the door and say, hi, to my neighbor. Oh, my God, this is the life.

No, but that's true. I didn't change in that area. Well, because I live in a condominium. You don't have too many connections there and it's not like if you live in a house and you have a neighborhood you talked to the neighbor here and neighbor there, that kind of a thing. In the Condo, I got home and go straight to my apartment, and that's it people all the time. But it's interesting.

Because in this moment I had this only 20 years, so I think you only a new life and everything.

Let's do something. You came to Boston, so what work you did here when you started? What was your first work here?

Edgar but the condition for my dad to give me the permision to come in to USA because I have 20 years, but I'm living with my parents and I'm coming from one traditional family so I need to my dad bring the okay, you know? Go ahead. I starting in BU. I started to take the English class in BU in the mornings and in the afternoon, I start to work in Northeastern University with my cousin. I start to work as a barista to make the cappuccinos. It is one franchise from Startsbuck, in this moment. I start to work with my cousin Norma and I'm living with Norma too.

Being roommates and everything?

Yes.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Then after that, well, how long do you stay taking ourse at BU and then still working as a barista.

In BU I only stay for one year at Edgar, because it's expensive. I'm finished with the money with I bring to from Colombia, and then the other thing Edgar, is because I think I want to  live and stay over here for work for my future. After that, Edgar, I moved to work full time and Restaurant Associates.

You went straight to Restaurant Associates?

Yes.

But where was it then?

I was in the building is in One Financial Center in the front to South Station.

Oh, South Station?

Yes. The person to help me to work over there is my husband in this moment.

You met him there.

I met my husband and when I worked in Northeastern, he is started over there and then he always tell me, you want to start looking for one good job for the future. I met my husband over there. I stayed there for two years and then I get married. Yes, Edgar. I'm very lucky because I have two weddings Edgar. My first wedding is I do it without my family.

Oh, here.

Because I do it only with my cousins over here. I do it for the civil.

Yes, civil.

The laws of simple marriage just a civil office that kind of thing. Okay.

Because Edgar, I told too many times about them from traditional family. I can't talk to my dad and my mom. I'm living with my husband. Well, my boyfriend.

Of course, wow.

My goodness [LAUGHTER].

Family would fall apart. Now, that's not a good thing.

Yes, so it's very bad for my dad especially [LAUGHTER]. But after that, Edgar I think that my husband good man.

He's from Mexico.

Mexico?

Yes. He's coming from another traditional family.

One of my dreams is marry in the share with my parents. Five years later. I marry. My dream is coming true.

Here in Boston still?

In Boston. Yes.

Then your family came.

After my family coming. My sister coming.

That's nice.

Yes.

It was beautiful.

Yes, Edgar. But when I marry for my first wedding, after that, almost a year, my first kids is born.

Andres Felipe.

Andres Felipe.

My Andres Felipe.

What's the name of your husband?

My husband, the name is Facundo.

Facundo?

Facundo. Yes. Andres Felipe is born in 2005. With Andres Felipe coming many blesses coming with Andres Felipe. Because from the hospital, I moved straight into our home.

You have your house already.

The house ready.

That's beautiful.

If you can say, where do you live now?

In Revere. I live in Revere, yes.

Nice.

I buy the house in Revere. When Andres Felipe born, so I moved to the house. In this house, Edgar, I dreamed for one big family. But I didn't know the how works. [LAUGHTER]

I really thought that I would have a big family, but then I found out how much work it is.

It's very difficult, especially because my parents is not in this moment.

It is difficult.

I know had family around, so it's only my husband and me with my kid.

Exactly.

After that, I maybe three years after I still to working. Then I'm pregnant with my second.

Second child.

Second child, Alejandro. With him, my husband and me decided to no more kids.

That long list that you had prepared. Let's take some of these here.

Yes, Edgar. I think every kids have you blessing. After Alejandro born, so in this moment, the manager in Restaurant Associates, she tell me do they push me to move to Law School. 

That's when you came here?

Yes.

She pushed me to move to Law School. You know Edgar, I'll cry because I say, why is she move from here, I love with here you know so. She told me in the last moment, she say, Ligia, I think this is, sorry, but I think this one is a present for you. I said, how you move from me like my co workers in this moment is like my family. You know how. She said, because now you want to have the all summer all for your kids, Edgar.

That makes a difference.

Yes. It's for this thing that I can stay also with my kids.

It was a gift?

Yes, it's a gift.

It's interesting. Sometimes we have a feeling about certain things because you are used to it, you live it that way. But then when you have another option that clears up or it's always considering both sides and make the best move because it matters to you. It's not that you are leaving people behind, it's because in your personal life also is going to work better.

I'm not a person like too many changes. But sometime I learned the changes I need is necessary.

That's good. Then what year you started at Law School?

I moved from here in 2009.

2009? Wow.

Then Edgar, I still to work over here. Then my kids growing up. Andres Felipe. My two kids very different and Andres Felipe, he followed the rules. He always had good grades in the school.

He is the older?

My older, yes. He's very sweet, very close to me.

But the second child?

The second child. My Alejandro, he is in sports. I say he is the sportist of the family. He's the baby. Baby of the family.

That's the ones that are going to take advantage of the whole thing. It's funny.

Yes, Edgar. My second wedding, Edgar. I wait a little bit because I wanted my kids know what's going on. Why dad and Mommy, didn’t married before. But both understand what is the dream the Mommy, the doing my wedding with my white dress, my dad, my mom, everybody in this moment, coming, my family from Colombia and different cities from here.

Having special moment with everybody together.

Yes Edgar.

It's important. Working at Harvard Law School, then you were going to have your summer with your kids, three months with your kids?

Yes.

Those were the month that you would use to travel, because I know that you traveled a lot.

Yes Edgar, I continue the traditional from my dad.

From your dad?

They working very hard.

Your dad used to travel inside of Colombia.

Yes.

Tell us some places that you have traveled all over the world that I know.

Edgar. I'm working very hard, the first thing. I try to every year to learn to my kids that I need to visit different cultures. This list I love the Caribbean. I going to different islands, Dominic, I going to Puerto Rico, I going to Cancun. I going to Cuba, Aruba

All this place that you said, the only one that I know Cancun so far.

Yes. After that Edgar, I going to another culture is I visited Dubai with my kids.

I couldn’t believe when you told me, I went to Dubai and I said oh, my God. Dubai?

Yes, Edgar. Is an amazing experience, but I like to bring this opportunity to my kids.

It is very important.

Because after that, I think especially my older son, he respect too much the women.

To see how they are in different places.

Yes. Edgar, I have one bad experience over there because I take the train to go in one part. Yes. I take the train, but all four together and then I can see the old woman can see me different. But I didn’t pay attention in this part, the train is only for women. One of the women come to me and tell to me that she can see the eyes of my family to my husband and my kids, but she only talk to me. Excuse me, ma’mn. You family is not supposed to stay in the train. This train is only for the woman. My God, that's good. I'm very scary. I tell to my husband, hey, you need to move to another train and so scary. In the next stop, so I take out, but the other part of the train is for men.

Only?

Yes.

What would happen to you?

I stay with the womans. I stay in the train. My husband texted me “too more stops to go out” so I'm very scary. After that, I walk for one place and I can't walk in the same line with my husband and the kids. The kids and husband. The kids and husband…

Are ahead In front of you?

In the front of me.

You have to be in the back?

I thought that the reason that you would have problem, because I have heard certain countries. It doesn't matter if you are a foreign, and you still need to put your hijab. You have to wear it.

Depend what part I can go.

That was another problem?

I have a couple of parts only the turists.

That didn't have any issues with that. Just being in the train?

It depends how the part with especially when there's something about the religions, you have to put this one.

You have to wear that?

Yes.

But I also know that you had a great trip, I think you went to Spain to Italy or something. Passed by France.

Yes.

You had a car?

I know.

Where was that?

When I go to Europe, I have two times. The first time I going to Spain. Spain is.

You like there.

I love it because I can see my friends from high school.

They were there.?

Yes.

That's nice.

It's amazing. I'm going to Madrid, Barcelona after that going to Italy, I going to Roma. Venice. I going to France, too.

All driving?

No. I driving. Yes, to the different country. Yes. But inside the country, I rent a car.

And drove around?

Yes.

My goodness. You were brave. Brian and I didn't do it.

My husband like driving.

He likes to drive?

Yes. Because he liked to stop to do the stop follow the.

The guide?

Yes. He likes to stay over here a couple more hours.

Enjoy.

Yes and learn a little more.

Take your time to see sometimes you spend more time in one place, less time the other one instead of having something schedule.

I always say, my vacation is with my family. I just start to travel with my kids little. I need to take the time for the kids.

Do you like where you are right now? You've got to use, you've make more friends here in HLS since we started? Because I remember you were saying that you were a little bit upset leaving the other place because you had so many good friends there.

I know. Then you changed back as you have the summer off.

Yes.

But now you have the time to get to know more people and have friends here too.

Yes, I think that I still used to my friendship with my friends from when I worked in one financial center. But when I coming to Harbor, it is amazing place too. I learned too much. Every day, when I wake up, I say to God, thank you for my job. Thank you for my family.

It's a good place.

Thank you for my life. Yes. I have in my heart a little peace with the many cultures and this one for me is amazing. This one for me is a gift from God. I know many students every year.

The other plus I agree.

My God, the staff from here, I had a lot of hospitality. I know my English is my second language, so I can learn a little more.

At least you can communicate with everybody. Whether is a student, staff.

Yes.

I love my job.

Kids now. Where are they? What are you doing?

Andres Felipe my older son, he do a good job when he was in high school, Edgar and thank God he take the premium scholarships.

Premium scholarship.

Edgar and he's going to Northeastern.

Northeastern? Nice.

He is studying medicine.

Medical school. He's Medical school there.

Yes. But right now, he is in the second year of the college. After that

His goal is to go to Medical school so in college he is going to prepare?

Yes, the second year. He is in college on right now.

How is he doing?

Edgar, he's very good. He like it. Andres Felipe, he did one project when he was in high school about the genetics.

Genetics?

Yes.

In high school?

In high school. One doctor from Children Hospital, he invited to take a couple class with him.

Really? That's amazing.

He did it in the last summers. In the last two summers, he going to over there and this is the first summer that he worked. He worked for this guy.

He is working for the Doctor in the Children's Hospital.

Yes and the children's in the laboratory. Edgar, Andres Felipe, tell me he's the youngest person to work over there.

The youngest person working with this group. This is an amazing story.

I'm very proud.

A question for you, so it means that Andres Felipe is not living with you anymore. He lives in a school, in a dorm?

Last year, yes, the first year. He did it because he wanted it.

Oh, my God. I can only imagine, the crying.

I cry every day Edgar. Every day. I'm angry Edgar. I work too much over here. I don't want to going to my house to see a room empty.

Oh, my God. That's not fair. It's your child, and he have to stay with you.

You know what is the bad thing Edgar is, I called and he can't answer the phone.

No, that's not right.

Because I think he's free.

Yes. When your mom calls, you have to answer the call. Anytime.

I know, but after that, he called me at night or two hours late. Mommy, I'm busy. I'm in class. Mommy I was in the laboratory. I can't. I'm angry to my husband why Facundo. Why?

What does your husband say?

Everything for Andres Felipe, so why he don't answer the phone? Why?

Exactly. This is not right. What a bad child.

I know. But I know I understand there is the first year. Him he always stays.

Imagine working when he becomes a doctor and having a surgery and he like mom you cannot call now. I'm busy.

But this year he went to staying home.

Great thank God.

Yes, thank God. I'm so happy now. Alejandro, he started to the high school. The first year of high school. Alejandro plays soccer. He's a player for the Soccer. He started when he was 6-years-old. Now he's part of the MLS.

Major League Soccer?

Yes.

Major League.

The Massachusetts. He's played forward for the Valeo Club. Valeo club, he's from Newton. Edgar, Alejandro, have the scholarship too for this school.

Well, that's fantastic. Both kids.

Yes, Edgar. Alejandro, he was going to represent USA international.

Internationally. He was in Canada, Ireland,

Irelanda. Well we say Ireland but is Ireland.

In Spain. For November, he going to Jamaica, too.

Fantastic. Yes He's going to travel around? I know.

Just for fun.

I know. Before I travel with Alejandro.

Exactly.

Where he going to be different.

You should make a casing listen. This kid needs his mom to be traveling with him. He cannot go to this place without her. Facundo, you want to just stay taking care of the other child, I'm going.

Before when Alejandro I need to fly to travel, so I took a small vacation. Everybody going.

Nice professional.

Yes. Now I can call.

Yes. It's another bad child.

I know and it's a big difference because now Alejandro he flies by himself. Edgar, I had the amazing events with Alejandro. When I was working over here, and he was in Ireland. I think he is in Spain and he played with the national team from this country and he represents USA.

The team here.

I'm working here at Edgar. Is one day in the morning, the game is 10:00 in the morning. I tell to my boss, so my son is having the game, is in another country. Can you permit to see my phone to see the game and he say, yes, and then he said, but give me the webpage to see too. Almost all my coworkers see there.

They watch the game. They bring in that's cool.

In this moment, my son passed the ball to the guy to score the goal, so everybody is screaming. Evereybody coming to me because of my couple of workers can see and Donald he take the labor and say, congratulation amazing. I can't believe it there.

That's amazing.

I can't imagine when sometimes I say, no loss, but I spent too much time with Alejandro to bring to Newton.

Driving back and forth.

Yes, and everything. Sometimes I don't have time for me. Sometime I'm even sleeping in the car. Sometime Andres Felipe homework in the car too.

Because it have to be moved too.

But when you see that, Edgar, you can see the this.

So proud.

I know.

All the effort that you made is giving fruits about what they are doing. That's the result.

Yes.

Both hard working.

Hard work.

That's amazing. You and Facundo are doing a great job. That's so beautiful. Sorry. If you can ask how long you and Facundo have been together for what? 20 years?

Twenty four.

twenty four This year is at 24.

That's fantastic.

I thank God I had my good family.

I think you both are doing great.

I have a good example, Edgar. My parents. I learned too much from my dad and my mom.

It sounds like Facundo also had a good family. They talked alot of things so there you go.

The Part family of Facundo, I don't know, it's a correct word, but very smart. Sometime I can see Andres Felipe have these opportunities from.

But you are also a smart person. You are well educated. Your father seems to be a very wise and smart person, so comes from both of you.

Thank you, Edgar, but I talking about the education. I had a good values from my parents. Thank God. But I have one brother in law. He lives in Mexico. My husband is the young kid. He is the last one. But the brother before my husband.

Double degree?

Double degree He's very smart. Now is his professor in the Institute of the Monterrey.

Very famous in Mexico. He's a professor over there.

That's wonderful.

Yes. I had another the younger brother from my husband too. He write one book.

Already. Nice.

Yes.

My husband had one niece. She is starting robotic. Yes. Pretty smart.

Yes. People all over the place doing all these things.

I know.

That's amazing. That's really good. Ligia, life is good. Everything is going well?

Yes, thank God. Yes, Edgar.

I think you are getting to the end of our conversation. I want to thank you very much for coming here and talk to me. I know that's a little bit scary. Everybody feels a little bit what happens. That was easy. It was just a conversation like you always having a cafeteria and I go there.

Yes. Thank you for inviting me too and thank you Edgar for the opportunity with us. No only with me for my other co-workers. Edgar, I'm very rich because I had the opportunity to work over here for knowing you guys. Thank you for your friendship with me.

No, I should be thanking you. I love your community here.

Thank you for everything. I have the opportunity to say, thank you again for the time when you invited to the group.

For the circle?

For the Latino Descendants Circle.

You know Edgar is very important for me, duet the difference because in this moment, you invited me over there. I had too many difficult time in the work.

Because of much time it's difficult.

I had a different situations because it's the time to change the company, in the Restaurant Associates. For many years and after that I had, and I had a new manager, new rules and everything. It's a little difficult bo be invited to that. I lost for a couple time and enjoy the time with the other co-workers or other people. 

Did you enjoy being with them? That was a good relationship and a good experience for you?

Yes.

That's nice. Yes. Thank you so much.

That's the main idea to have the group together, having sharing stories and being in community, being together. I think that's really good. Then you can see them around when they are stopping by the cafeteria, too. We need to schedule more meetings for people to get together, so.

It's very important because I think I had the voice in the Harvard Law School from a lot of different cultures. Different person.

Yes.

Very important. Each person, each culture.

You have an opportunity.

Opportunity. Yes Edgar.

You have their voice heard. I agree with that, too.

Thank you, Edgar.

I will thank you for everything for being here, for being an amazing person. Every time when you go there in the cafeteria, you have a smile, you are always friendly, you are always kind, so that is important for us. I think that's important for everyone that reach out to that place too. You are part of that community that makes a difference here and that's why I have to thank you for that too.

Thank you Edgar. It a pleasure.

Pleasure is mine too and for everybody listening out there until our next time. Bye.

