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Fostering a spirit
of community

BARBARA “BABS" TSAD

Finding connection, no matter the circumstances, is what
Barbara “Babs” Tsao 23 has always been most passionate
about.

A first-generation college student, Tsao majored in biomedical
science in college and was inspired to teach high school science
in New Mexico and Texas because she wanted to use her
background to benefit others. The systemic barriers that her
students faced, including a lack of textbooks and technology,
STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS drove her to consider law as a tool to help foment change.

While applying to law school, Tsao started a YouTube channel,

"Banter with Babs,” about the law school application process.
Her videos have garnered more than a million views, cultivating
fans from around the world.

At Harvard, she was drawn to groups that create a sense of
OF STUDENTS JOIN belonging and cultivate opportunities for mentorship. She
A SCHOLARLY JOURNAL served as a peer mentor with the Board of Student Advisers and
was co-president of Harvard Law'’s Asian Pacific American Law

Students Association, the largest APALSA organization in the U.S.

“Student organizations offer an important, additional layer of
support at Harvard Law that ensure all students get access to
information about how to navigate law school,” Tsao says. "My

COURSES IN hope is that I've helped make Harvard Law School as warm and
THE HLS CURRICULUM welcoming as possible to generations of 1Ls, the AAPI
community, and first-generation law students. That's the legacy
| hope to leave.”
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RIGARDO JIMENEZ SOLIS



Learning from
different perspectives
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FRANGES WILLIAMSON

Inspired by her love of animals and the natural environment of South Texas,

Frances Williamson '23 originally wanted to be a veterinarian. But during
undergraduate studies, her interests shifted from medicine to environmental law.

Williamson chose to attend Harvard Law for its diversity of people and ideas, a
feature that has infused every part of her time as a law student. "l have been
incredibly lucky to have professors that have made me feel that | can speak my
mind and share my opinions, and that those opinions are valid, even if they
disagree with them. And | think that really is a gift. That's something Harvard has
done incredibly well.”

She says being mentored by professors such as Molly Brady, with whom she
conducted a research project on the intersection of water law, tribal law, and
federal doctrines, was a “real blessing.” She credits Richard Lazarus for sparking
her passion for environmental law, and she says Jack Goldsmith taught her how to
take autonomy over her learning experience.

Williamson is serving two federal clerkships after graduation and intends to
practice environmental litigation in Texas. Looking back, she says she cherishes
the close friends she made throughout her time at HLS.

“Making friends across ideological lines that | genuinely admire and who | think

genuinely admire me, that's also something that | think is unique to Harvard.”

“I’have been
incredibly lucky to
have professors that
have made me feel
that I can speak my
mind and share my
opinions, and that
those opinions are
valid, even if they
disagree with them.’
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FRANCES WILLIAMSON '23



1L Class by the
Numbers
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ADMISSIONS PROCESS

APPLICATION OPENS: Mid-September
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Mid-February

APPLICATION COMPONENTS
Application Form
Written Statements
Resume
Letters of Recommendation
LSAT and/or GRE Score(s)
Transcript(s)
Interview (by invitation)

For more information, or to

request a need-based fee waiver,
please visit this website:
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