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Samuel 
Williston LL.B. 
1888, who 
joined the HLS 
faculty in 1895, 
was author of 
an influential 
contracts 
treatise. He 
also was  
known as a 
kind teacher 

 Reverence for what 
we know, humility in the 
presence of the unknown, 
awe in the face of the 
unknowable—these are 
pervasive moods of the 
spirit that transcend 
religious differences and 
make of learning itself a 
spiritual adventure.” 
—PA U L  F R E U N D   ’ 3 1  S . J . D .  ’ 3 2

who charmed 
students with 
hypotheticals 
involving his 
horse, Dobbin. 
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A place of 
illumination, the 
WCC 

2013
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Possible 
Futures
Thoughts on what awaits HLS and the legal profession   /   BY JULIA COLLINS   /  Illustrations by James Yang

Julia Collins is a 
Somerville-based 
writer, editor and 
bookmaker.
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“The great thing in this world is not so much where we are, but in what direction we are going,” said 
Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. LL.B. 1866. His emphasis on moving forward 
fits the spirit of 2017, the 200th anniversary of Harvard Law School, as it prepares students to enter 
a profession in the thick of upheaval, innovation, rethinking and deepening purpose. What possible 
futures await them? The Bulletin asked an eclectic group of forward thinkers to take a longer view and 
imagine what decades from now might hold for HLS and its graduates. Here are some of their thoughts. 

NO MERE SERFS: 

HLS SHOULD 

CHAMPION 

ALTERNATIVES 

TO DIGITAL 

FEUDALISM

AS THE WORLD GROWS EVER MORE COM-
plex, globalized, and dominated by 
technology, the trend for contractual 
arrangements to displace tort rights 
and government regulation will only ac-
celerate. Already, terms of service, 
click-through agreements that no one 
reads, and the like are being used to gov-
ern relationships between powerful 

companies and individual consumers, and to take most disputes 
out of the realm of courts and traditional litigation. Over the next 
few decades, virtual services and goods will become a bigger and 
bigger piece of the economy, and virtual reality, augmented reality, 
and mixed reality platforms will become as important as, if not more 
important than, the internet services of today in the lives of most 
consumers. Powerful companies will dictate the terms of their 
walled-garden economies in complex contracts that individual con-
sumers will have no power to deviate from (and perhaps no recourse 
to the courts either), and they may be enforced in software code 
through “smart contracts” that leave no room for human interpre-
tation. The notion that you will have access to many of your most 

precious electronic possessions and memories at the pleasure of 
the owners of these virtual platforms—who can change the terms 
of your contractual relationship at will—can make the most terrify-
ing visions of dystopian authors seem benign. A future in which 
most of us are mere serfs for the great digital feudal lords is only 
too likely to come true.

Since most of HLS’s grads will be working for the owners of these 
platforms, I hope Harvard Law School will push against this trend. 
I wish to see the law school become part of the forefront of research 
and resistance against digital feudalism and give its graduates the 
tools to become advocates and regulators for our freedom. As private 
companies become the unchallenged legislators for virtual plat-
forms that will play larger and larger roles in our lives, the future 
of democracy may well depend on new legal theories and practices 
that preserve our privacy and autonomy against these new threats.

KEN LIU ’04 is an award-winning science fiction writer whose recent 
work includes “The Paper Menagerie and Other Stories,” two 
novels, and translations of best-selling Chinese science fiction into 
English. In addition, he is a litigation consultant in intellectual 
property cases. 
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MAKE  

HLS A  

BIGGER  

TENT

Given that Harvard Law School is the 
birthplace of clinical legal educa-
tion, and as someone who has ben-
efited greatly from the school’s clin-
ical programs, I would love to see 
participation in a clinical program 
made a graduation requirement—

both for the tremendous benefit that this experience can add to 
one’s legal education and because I think it’s important that stu-
dents use the skills and resources they receive here on behalf of 
the broader community. And as one of the few indigenous students 
at Harvard Law School, given how many indigenous communities 
are located in remote areas, I would like to see this institution find 
new ways to attract and encourage applicants from remote com-
munities. So, when I imagine Harvard Law School 25 years from 
now, say, I see more indigenous students, and more students from 
remote and rural communities, making up the student body. And I 
see more students from the law school out in the community, using 
their legal education to help others.

JULIAN SPEARCHIEF-MORRIS ’18 is head of the Harvard Legal Aid 
Bureau, the nation’s oldest student legal services organization 
(founded in 1913), which provides free civil legal services to 
low-income clients. 

LEAD  

WITH  

THE IDEALS OF THE 

PROFESSION

THE PROFESSION IS CHANGING.  
Optimism: The prospect of AI doing 
many of the jobs that first-year associ-
ates used to do—like discovery—means 
that law school graduates can be pushed 
to those areas most in need of what Pro-
fessor David Wilkins calls “wise coun-

sel.” The toughest and most interesting problems will remain for 
lawyers to take up. Pessimism: The drift of lawyering away from the 
function of wise counsel and more toward simply taking a business 
decision arrived at by others and making it so. Perhaps we can take 
the ideals of the profession at their most aspirational and lead the 
way for adjacent professions to see that they serve not only their cli-
ents, but the public interest as well. Data scientists and software de-
velopers are gatekeepers to levers of power the way lawyers have been, 
and should see their roles as capaciously as lawyers traditionally have.

PROFESSOR JONATHAN ZITTRAIN ’95 is vice dean for library and infor-
mation resources, and faculty director of the Berkman Klein Center 
for Internet & Society.

Some shifts are natural evolutions; some will be revolutions as machines 

and algorithms play greater roles in our lives and our legal systems.
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TRAIN  

LAWYERS  

SANS  

FRONTIÈRES

I ORIGINALLY FOUNDED LAWWITHOUTWALLS TO 
break down barriers between lawyers and clients, 
as well as between legal training and practice, 
and to shift our focus from what lawyers do to how 
we work. Its mission is not only to create innova-
tions that solve problems at the intersection of 
law, business, and technology but also to equip 

future and current lawyers with new skills that cannot be taught in the tradi-
tional classroom format and that are essential for 21st-century lawyering.

My dream for our future is that [within a few decades] law schools will be 
training lawyers to be 1) creative problem-solvers who understand their cli-
ents’ needs and innovate solutions with empathy and ingenuity; 2) cross-com-
petent leaders with a high-risk tolerance and ability to team across countries, 
cultures, and disciplines; and 3) business-minded and business-focused in-
dustry experts readily able to harness technology, social media, collaboration, 
and communication skills to meet the needs of tomorrow. 

MICHELE DESTEFANO ’02 is a professor of law at the University of Miami, guest 
faculty in Harvard Law School’s Executive Education Program and the 
founder of LawWithoutWalls. She is author of “Legal Upheaval: A Guide to 
Collaboration, Creativity, and Innovation in Law,” forthcoming from ABA 
Press.

STRIKE A NEW 

BALANCE BETWEEN 

DISRUPTION AND 

FIDELITY

There’s no question that the pace of change in the legal 
profession has been accelerating dramatically. To see why, 
one need only look at the forces that are transforming the 
rest of our lives: globalization of economic activity; the 
exponential rise in the speed and sophistication of infor-
mation technologies; and the “blurring” of traditional 
boundaries between what we once thought of as separate 

fields, such as “public” and “private,” or, even more important for these purposes, “law” 
and “business.”  

Lawyers in fields as diverse as mergers and acquisitions, family law, and human rights 
increasingly find themselves dealing with clients and issues that cross national boundar-
ies. To solve these problems, lawyers are turning to new technologies and processes such 
as artificial intelligence, data analytics, and even cryptocurrencies and the underlying 
blockchain platform. All of these changes are sure to accelerate in the coming years as 
clients demand that lawyers address complex problems at the intersection of law, busi-
ness, strategy, sustainability and the public good. 

To tackle these issues, law schools will need to move beyond teaching students nec-
essary “core” legal competencies such as critical thinking and a thorough grounding 
in law and legal institutions to also provide them with an introduction to the “comple-
mentary competencies”—e.g., financial literacy, the ability to read and interpret data, 
cross-cultural fluency, teamwork and team leadership skills—that they will need to be 
“wise counselors” and “effective leaders” in this new global age of more for less. The goal 
is not to “disrupt” everything. Instead, we must strike a new balance between equip-
ping our students to respond to the powerful forces changing our world and reinforcing 
the fundamental values of professionalism and fidelity to truth and the rule of law that 
are—and must always be—at the core of what it means to be a lawyer.

DAVID WILKINS ’80 is the Lester Kissel Professor of Law and faculty director of the 
Center on the Legal Profession at Harvard Law School.
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ANTICIPATE 

EVOLUTIONS AND 

REVOLUTIONS IN 

THE WORLD OF LAW

THE SPEED OF 
technological 
shifts suggests 
that changes 
are likely to 
come our way 
across multiple 

dimensions that will affect our laws, the 
ways they are enforced, who has rights and 
how the legal profession is practiced. 

With all predictions, it is easier to see 
potential directions we are likely to head 
in than to suggest the exact timing. That 
said, technological shifts over the next two 
decades will include a much greater role for 
robotics (e.g., self-driving vehicles are likely 
to come to market by 2025 if not before); ex-
pansion of the digital ecosystem (with close 
to 7 billion people and more than 30 billion 
devices connected to the internet in 2025); 
the rise in use of and disputes over data; and 
the expansion of genomics and medtech (to 
allow for personalized medicine and human 
augmentation).

Some of the challenges raised by these new 
technologies will be familiar—with issues of 
access and privacy at the center—but others 
will impact not only our current systems of 
rights but even our venue and approach for 
legal adjudication. 

Dimensions along which change may 
come include:

NEW USES OF DATA. As we enter an era with 
more than 16 ZB of data produced each year, 

we can expect increasing disputes in differ-
ent jurisdictions over who owns data, who 
can access it and how it can be used. Already 
at least one U.S. court has allowed pacemak-
er data to be used against a defendant in an 
arson trial, and a suspected murderer was 
asked to pass over data from his Amazon 
Echo. 

NEW ROLES FOR ROBOTS AND ALGORITHMS. 
We prefer to think that judicial adjudication 
depends on unique human discernment and 
nuanced skill; however, given that RPA (ro-
botic process automation) already assists 
human decision-making in transportation 
management, accounting, and stock portfo-
lio selection, the legal system, too, is likely 
to experience some of this technological 
shift. Currently, U.S. courts and correc-
tions departments are experimenting with 
algorithms to determine a defendant’s risk 
to inform decisions about bail, sentencing, 
and parole. 

The jury is still out on these approaches, 
but we can predict that algorithms and RPA 
will play some augmentation/recommenda-
tion role in the future—even if it is too early 
to describe the exact role.

NEW FORUMS FOR DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
AND WAYS OF PRACTICING LAW. Today we 
live in a world with both physical and vir-
tual spaces. In retail, we see hybrid physi-
cal/virtual models emerging (e.g., Amazon 
Go). As more disputes become global, more 
venue options will arise, including virtual 

sites for dispute resolution. The U.S. Virtual 
Courthouse (http://www.virtualcourthouse.
com/) now “hears” mediations and arbitra-
tions, and USAID has funded virtual trials 
in Colombia. The practice of law, too, will 
expand in virtual ways. The American Bar 
Association already has an e-lawyering task 
force and minimum requirements for law 
firms delivering legal service online; we can 
expect these online options to grow.

NEW CRIMES. Cybercrimes are exploding, 
and attempts at enforcement are often less 
than successful. Expect continued evolu-
tion of laws and enforcement approaches 
to cyberbullying, online predators, and po-
lihacking, with more online crimes likely to 
emerge. Over the coming decades, the vir-
tual world will begin to feel even more real 
and compelling—in fact, already a married 
woman divorced her husband for marrying 
another woman in the virtual world (yes, not 
only do online chatting and cheating exist 
but also online private detectives).

These are just a few of the potential chang-
es ahead. Some shifts are natural evolutions, 
but some will be real revolutions as we enter 
a period when machines and algorithms will 
play greater roles in our lives and likely in 
our legal systems.

ALISON SANDER J.D./M.B.A. ’86 serves as direc-
tor of the Center for Sensing and Mining 
the Future, The Boston Consulting Group.
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1930-1939
STANLEY L. WEINBERG ’37
Nov. 30, 2015
DAVID SOLOMON ’39
March 23, 2017

1940-1949
JAMES M. DELORETO ’42 (’46)
May 29, 2017
WILLIAM E. FISHER ’43 (’47)
March 4, 2017
JAY H. SCHAFRANN ’43
Feb. 28, 2017
DENNIS EDWARDS JR. ’44
April 13, 2017
RAYMOND J. MCMAHON JR. ’45
Aug. 9, 2017
ROBERT E. BARD ’48
June 4, 2017
WILLIAM C. BRUNSELL ’48
Feb. 14, 2017
JOHN L. CADY ’48
April 3, 2017
WILLIAM R. HALEY ’48
June 28, 2017
C. OWEN JOHNSON ’48
Aug. 11, 2017
HERBERT F. MOORE ’48
July 15, 2017
RICHARD W. PALMER ’48
March 1, 2017
EDWARD STERN ’48
March 20, 2017
MELVIN J. SYKES ’48
May 22, 2017
JOHN H. BASS ’49
May 5, 2017
GEORGE BENEDICT ’49
Aug. 7, 2017
EDWARD J. CALLAHAN JR. ’49
June 2, 2017
ROBERT C. GRAFF ’49
April 5, 2017
WILLIAM H. HUBER ’49
May 19, 2017
CLOYD LAPORTE JR. ’49
May 3, 2017
ROBERT K. LESSER ’49
March 10, 2017
ROBERT W. MAYNARD ’49
May 8, 2017
ARTHUR J. TORSIGLIERI ’49
March 10, 2016  
HAROLD M. WILLIAMS ’49
July 30, 2017

1950-1959
THOMAS M. QUINN ’50 LL.M. ’56
Aug. 1, 2017
DWIGHT SULLIVAN ’50
April 4, 2017
RICHARD G. CRAWFORD ’51
March 6, 2017
RICHARD D. LEGGAT ’51
June 17, 2017
JOHN D. SCARLETT ’51
July 10, 2017  
JULIUS H. SHERMAN ’51
April 17, 2017
PHILIP M. SHIEKMAN ’51
Feb. 6, 2017
JORDAN BITTEL ’52
March 9, 2017
BARTRAM C. BRANCH ’52
July 25, 2017
DEAN C. CAMERON ’52
June 20, 2017

ROBERT A. GOLDSTON ’52
Sept. 23, 2017  
DALE L. MCGARVEY LL.M. ’52
July 22, 2017
FRED I. SONNENFELD ’52
March 24, 2017
EDWIN S.S. SUNDERLAND JR. ’52
May 12, 2017
ALEXANDER ALDRICH ’53
July 19, 2017  
ROBERT P. BIGELOW ’53
March 23, 2017
NORMAN DORSEN ’53
July 1, 2017  
LAMBERT L. GINSBERG ’53
May 1, 2017
STANLEY HERMAN ’53
June 2017
NATHAN HERSHEY ’53
April 15, 2017
BENJAMIN I. KREITZBERG ’53
June 26, 2017
FREDERICK A. LEVY ’53
Jan. 18, 2017
KALMAN B. LIFSON ’53
May 2, 2017
HENRY T. LOWE ’53
March 1, 2017
PAUL J. MILLER ’53
June 15, 2017
JOSEPH F. O’HANDLEY ’53
Feb. 24, 2017
J. KELLUM SMITH JR. ’53
April 7, 2017
JEROME B. SPUNT ’53
April 30, 2017
ANTHONY Q. DEVEREUX ’54
June 16, 2017
EUGENE P. GRISANTI LL.M. ’54
March 29, 2017
ROBERT J. HOFFMAN ’54
April 28, 2017
NATHANIEL C. KENYON LL.M. ’54
July 16, 2017
AMEDEO C. “ARMIE” MEROLLA ’54
April 28, 2017
EDWARD G. “TED” MURRAY JR. ’54
June 6, 2017  
ROGER V. PUGH JR. ’54
April 12, 2017
DAVID H. ROGERS ’54
March 21, 2017
VINCENT E. STARZINGER ’54
Sept. 6, 2017
WILLIAM D. ANDREWS ’55
May 21, 2017
FRANK H. D’ANDREA JR. ’55
March 10, 2017
ALLAN G. FREUND ’55
Feb. 22, 2017  
WILLIAM N. JENKINS ’55
May 1, 2017
MYLES V. WHALEN JR. ’55
March 21, 2017
DAN WILKES ’55
December 2016
BASIL S. YANAKAKIS LL.M. ’55
May 8, 2017
HERBERT BARALL ’56
April 20, 2017
NANCY HOWES GORMLEY ’56
July 6, 2017  
ANTHONY C. BEILENSON ’57
March 5, 2017
MAXWELL H. BLOOMFIELD III ’57
April 21, 2017
GEORGE M. BRANTZ ’57
May 12, 2017

RICHARD E. DEER ’57
March 1, 2017
JAMES D. HANLON ’57
March 3, 2017
ROBERT P. MONCREIFF ’57
May 6, 2017
ESTHER CLAIRE RODITTI ’57
Aug. 22, 2017
CHESTER R. DAVIS JR. ’58
March 15, 2017
JOHN F. FINNELL JR. ’58
June 8, 2017
JERVIS S. FINNEY ’58
April 9, 2017
EDWARD FLAX ’58
March 15, 2017
TOMAS P. MATIC JR. LL.M. ’58
June 16, 2017
WESLEY J. FASTIFF ’59
July 7, 2017
EDWARD C. HALBACH JR. LL.M. ’59
June 1, 2017

1960-1969
PHILIP M. BREEN ’60
March 31, 2017
NAHUM L. GORDON ’60
April 20, 2017
CHESTER L. GRAY JR. ’60
April 26, 2017
PETER R. HAJE ’60
July 2, 2017
PAUL E. KLEIN ’60
May 18, 2017
SHELDON L. BASKIN ’61
June 26, 2017
RAYMOND L. BRITTON LL.M. ’61
May 19, 2017
HOWARD S. CHASANOW LL.M. ’62
April 2, 2017
LEON P. GOLD ’62 (’63)
May 5, 2017
HARVEY G. GROSSMAN ’62
July 30, 2017
M. LAURENCE POPOFSKY ’62
May 9, 2017
DAVID BERMAN ’63
June 22, 2017
NEIL L. CHAYET ’63 
Aug. 11, 2017
BARRY F. CORN ’63
March 28, 2017
ROBERT A. FARMER ’63 (’65)
July 22, 2017
V. DUNCAN JOHNSON ’63
March 14, 2017
NORRIS C. KNOSHER ’63
June 8, 2017
L. CHARLES LONG JR. ’63
March 19, 2017
WALTER MCCANN ’63
July 17, 2017  
HENRY H. THAYER ’63
March 26, 2017
GEORGE F. CARR JR. ’64
April 16, 2017
JOHN G.S. FLYM ’64
Feb. 24, 2017
MICHAEL E. HAGER ’64
May 26, 2017
E. BAYARD HALSTED ’64
July 10, 2017  
JAMES D. LORENZ JR. ’64
Jan. 19, 2017
ANTHONY C. STOUT ’64
May 30, 2017

JAMES KNOLL GARDNER ’65
April 26, 2017
LUDWIG B. GARTNER JR. ’65
March 6, 2017
BRIAN R. HENDERSON ’65
March 1, 2017
OLIVIA BARCLAY JONES ’65
June 1, 2017
AUGUSTUS B. KINSOLVING ’65
March 27, 2017
WILLIAM P. KOSMAS ’65
April 1, 2017
CHARLES R. MERRILL ’65
April 25, 2017
WARREN MILLER ’66
June 22, 2017
MICHAEL D. ROSE ’66
April 2, 2017
JAMES B. SWIRE ’66
May 21, 2017
JOSEPH D. SHUMAN ’67
March 4, 2017
ARNOLD B. BASS LL.M. ’68
March 2017
GERALDEEN G. CHESTER ’68
July 18, 2017
JOHN A. ROBERTSON JR. ’68
July 5, 2017  
ROBERT A. THOMPSON ’69
July 29, 2017

1970-1979
NEIL J. MURPHY LL.M. ’70
May 22, 2017
RAPHAEL “RICK” DUBARD JR. ’71
May 12, 2017
STEPHEN F. GATES ’71 (’72)
July 7, 2017
ROBYN (COOPER) GREENE ’71
Aug. 2, 2017
NEIL P. COHEN LL.M. ’72
May 8, 2017
ERIC L. CUMMINGS LL.M. ’73
May 1, 2017
GILBERT F. WHITTEMORE JR. ’75
Aug. 27, 2017
LEWIS C. HORNE JR. ’76
Feb. 23, 2017
LEWIS M. ANTHONY ’77
May 28, 2017
CARL SCHWARTZ ’78
Oct. 26, 2016 

1980-1989
NORMAN G. LARSEN LL.M. ’80
April 26, 2017
DANIELA R. WINKLER ’80
Jan. 27, 2017
DOUGLAS EDWARD NORDLINGER ’81
May 16, 2017
BASHA V. HICKS ’85
Feb. 23, 2017
CHARLES W. MURPHY ’85
March 27, 2017

1990-1999
JENNIFER WARD OPPENHEIMER ’93
May 16, 2017

2000-2009
KIMBERLY S. MCNISH ’04
Feb. 10, 2017

Online: Visit the In Memoriam  
section at bit.ly/inmemfall2017 for 
links to available obituaries. 

IN MEMORIAM
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Letters

Transformed Beyond Recognition 
I graduated in 1958, got a clerkship, 
wrote a law review article, then prac-
ticed in NYC. But I left the law, never 
to go back, by 1962. My view of the law 
school was that of the late ’50s. So I 
never contributed, never attended 
HLS class events, never read the Bul-
letin (was it even published then?).     

But the current Bulletin shows 
that the law school of the ’50s has 
been transformed—beyond recogni-
tion. Perhaps the current one might 
have kept me (and many others) a 
lawyer. But in any event, the differ-
ence between the late ’50s and now 
is well worth celebrating, even by an 
ex-lawyer. 

PETER SZANTON ’58
Baltimore

In Praise of Alan Stone
Alan Stone was/is a hero of mine. 
Not only was it the case that his Psy-
chiatry and the Law class in 1972 
produced the only “straight A” that 
I received at HLS. Far more impor-
tantly, taking his class and writing 
the required term paper (the details 
of which I do not recall—only that 
it focused on self-analysis of some 
important personal issue) was, in 
retrospect, the single most fulfilling 
and therapeutic act of my law school 
career. 

As referenced in Mr. MacCourt’s 
tribute [“A Moral Adventure in the 
Law,” Spring 2017], Professor Stone 
had a knack for “encouraging not only 
the class superstars but also the more 
timid or struggling.” After all these 
years, I wear as a badge of honor that 
I was among the latter group. My ulti-
mate success in navigating to gradua-
tion day at HLS was in no small mea-
sure due to Professor Stone.

STU MANDEL ’73
Guilford, Connecticut

The Life of an Immigration Lawyer
As an immigration lawyer since 1993, 
I appreciated the article in the Spring 

2017 Bulletin about the Harvard Law 
students working for the Immi-
gration Response Initiative of the 
Harvard Immigration and Refugee 
Clinical Program. Right after read-
ing the article, late on Thursday 
night, June 1, I received a series of 
text messages informing me that an 
immigration client had been picked 
up by DHS-ICE and was now sitting 
in jail under detention, facing immi-
nent removal from the United States 
to El Salvador. I also found out, late on 
Thursday night, that an unexpected 
check had gone through against my 
account, reducing my bank balance to 
an impressive negative $32.12. Such 
is the life of an immigration lawyer: 
You win a very few cases against an 
opponent with so many resources 
compared with you and your client 
that it makes David v. Goliath look 
like a cakewalk.

I will continue to fight for my cli-
ents, despite the impossibility of the 
battles, because it’s my life as well as 
theirs; but I wish, perhaps, there were 
more support for us in the trenches. I 
do belong to the American Immigra-
tion Lawyers Association, and have 
received valued assistance from 
NIPNLG (the National Immigra-
tion Project of the National Lawyers 
Guild), but inevitably most of us im-
migration lawyers are a one-person 
show, and that translates to hours 
spent on the grunt work (photocopy-
ing, assembling application packag-
es) that those in top law firms, doing 
this as a pro bono project, can simply 
hand off to the legal assistants. C’est 
la guerre. Keep fighting, keep soldier-
ing on.

JUDY RESNICK ’90
Far Rockaway, New York

The Tells of Hofman
I am now 85 years of age but still con-
scious of the beneficial effect of my 
studies at HLS for my professional 
life. That is why I enjoy so much read-
ing your Bulletins. 

This was particularly true for the 
article on Alan Stone [“A Moral Ad-
venture in the Law”] in the most 
recent issue. You improved my com-
mand of English by using vocabulary 
like “greenlighted” and “smarts.” 
The article on “War or Peace?” re-
confirmed my conviction that inter-
national law is largely ineffective. I 
fully shared Kim Rivera’s conviction 
[“Pathways Upward”] that Harvard is 
a place where students are genuinely 
exposed to people “both incredibly 
smart and really diverse.” A prize 
is due to your photograph on top of 
Page 45 [“The Law and Happiness in 
Bhutan”]. 

Looking forward eagerly to your 
next issue.

WILFRIED A. HOFMANN LL.M. ’60
Bonn, Germany

Just the Beginning of the Analysis
In your story on the Corporate Boards 
and Governance seminar, “Bringing 
Boardroom Experts to the (Seminar) 
Table,” the example of IBM partner-
ing with the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation and the suggestion of 
thorny legal issues to address made 
me smile. As a retired corporate at-
torney serving publicly traded cor-
porations in many senior capacities, 
including as general counsel, the hy-
pothetical posited really would be a 
no-brainer for IBM. My guess is the 
seminar in fact takes on much more 
difficult and truly real-life issues such 
as reconciling a duty to shareholders 
with dramatically high executive 
compensation, political and lobby-
ing expenditures, officer and director 
liability indemnification, and costly 
perquisites defended under often dis-
torted rationales. I hope the seminar 
also addresses the purpose and role of 
publicly owned corporations. For me, 
having “shareholders to satisfy and a 
bottom line to maintain” is a begin-
ning to the analysis, not the end.

DON BERGMANN ’66
Westport, Connecticut
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When Professor Kingsfield addressed the hapless 1L: “Mr. Hart, here is a dime. Take it, call your mother, and tell 
her there is serious doubt about you ever becoming a lawyer,” the class went deadly silent.

Recently, Kingsfield, the professor in the movie based on the iconic book by John Jay Osborn Jr. ’70, had a 
very different effect on a Harvard Law crowd. During a late-night outdoor screening of “The Paper Chase,” a 

raucous audience of HLS students and faculty called out the lines “Rocky Horror Picture Show”-style. That evening, the 
story seemed to have a leavening effect. 

Dean John Manning ’85 was among those in the audience during the screening, which was part of the HLS in the Arts 
festival. The experience of watching the movie under the stars with the HLS community, he said, will stay with him well 
beyond the bicentennial year.  

Catching ‘The  
Paper Chase’

TIMELESS
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Gallery

Since April 1948, when the inaugu-
ral eight-page issue of the Harvard 
Law School Bulletin was sent to all 
graduates, the Bulletin has been 
covering the school, its students 
and—in more recent years—its 
alumni. Instead of the photos or 
illustrations that have adorned the 
cover in later years, that first issue 
led with news, like a letter from a 
cranky, truth-telling relative: The 
Class of 1948 had set “something 
of a record,” by all managing to 
graduate.
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Debate and doubt,  
not doctrine, are  
what our school, at  
its best, teaches.”
JOHN G. ROBERTS JR. ’79
CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE UNITED STATES
Sanders Theatre convocation
Oct. 26, 2017 

“

MARTHA STEWART




