Day in the Life – Eve Hill, Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, US Department of Justice
As part of the leadership team of the Division, my main job is to keep an eye on the big picture, to set priorities, and to facilitate staff doing their work. I am also a bridge to Department leadership, so they are aware of what we’re doing and so that we can coordinate our efforts across the federal government.  I also represent the Division in the media, and in  occasional legislative testimony or briefings.  But I feel more satisfaction when I personally get to do some legal work, and so it is nice that I’m sometimes involved in our litigation (which is primarily handled in the first instance by the Department’s line attorneys).

I oversee 2 of the Division’s litigating Sections – the Disability Rights Section and the Special Litigation Section.  I also oversee other Sections’ disability rights work (Educational Opportunities Section, Housing and Civil Enforcement Section).  And I supervise the Division’s American Indian Working Group.

My day usually involves a lot of meetings and emails – making decisions so others can act on them, working through the thorniest issues, addressing Division-wide issues, and getting updates on our cases, regulations, and guidance so I can bring in the broader perspective and identify priorities.  I receive over 100 emails a day and have several regular meetings with Section managers, leadership of the Division and the Department, and working groups, as well as some regular interagency meetings on specific topics.
I also review a lot of documents that are almost ready to be filed or released – briefs, motions, regulations, technical assistance documents, press releases.  And I work with other members of the Division management team to address Division-wide management issues.

I also do numerous presentations and speeches on disability rights and American Indian issues across the country.

My job is great because there is a lot of variety – every day brings several new issues and subject matters – so I get to exercise my curiosity.  I also get to work with a lot of great people in and out of the Department and the government.  And I get to edit written work, which I love to do.  But rarely are our issues easy to decide, so the job requires my full attention all the time, every day – even when I’m on “vacation” – and it can be very stressful because the stakes are high for the communities we represent and because the world is often watching.
