
A Guide to the 

Cambridge Colleges 



What is a College? 
 

At Cambridge, as well as being a member of the University, youôre also a member of one of our 

31 Colleges. Cambridge Colleges form one of the key communities for postgraduates during 

their studies, offering a range of academic and pastoral support, accommodation, and facilities 

for study and leisure. No matter which College you join, you will be welcomed into an inclusive, 

interdisciplinary, supportive, and social community for postgraduate students.   

As part of your application, you can indicate two College preferences or you can choose to make 

an open application. Opting for an open application simply means that a computer program will 

allocate College choices for you. Whether you choose two College preferences or make an open 

application, it has no effect on the outcome of your application to the University of Cambridge as 

Colleges do not make admissions decisions for postgraduate courses at Cambridge. Your 

application will only be sent to a College after you have been made an offer of admission to the 

University.  

Although the majority of postgraduate students at Cambridge become a member of one of their 

preference choices, you may be considered by up to five Colleges. The first two Colleges will be 

the preferences indicated in your application or the two Colleges assigned to you if you made an 

open application. If you are not accepted by either of your preference Colleges, the additional 

Colleges will be determined by a computer program based on the availability of spaces within a 

College. If you have been made a formal offer of admission by the University, you are 

guaranteed to be accepted by a College. 

Many full-time postgraduates live in College accommodation, but few Colleges are able to house 

all their student members, so accommodation tends to be offered on a first-come-first-served 

basis. The Universityôs Accommodation Service can assist those who need to find 

accommodation outside the Colleges (www.accommodation.cam.ac.uk). 



Choosing a College 
There is no right or wrong way to choose a College. Here are some 
things to consider, which may help you make a decision on choosing two 
College preferences:  

 

Your age ï currently four Colleges only consider applications from 

mature students (aged 21 and over), and two Colleges are for 

postgraduate students only.  

 

Your gender ï currently three Colleges only consider applications from 

female students. (Please note female applicants can apply to any 

College). 

 

Part-time students ï not all Colleges accept part-time students.  

 

College size ï Colleges accept differing numbers of students and so 

some student populations are larger than others.  

 

Particular facilities ï whilst all Colleges offer fantastic facilities, there 

are differences in the exact nature of the facilities they offer. You should 

look at College websites to find out more about what each has to offer.  

 

Accessibility ï facilities and accommodation provision vary between 

Colleges. Therefore, if you have particular access requirements, we 

recommend you check which Colleges would best meet your needs.  

 



Cambridge Terminology 

Backs - the area of the city around the river that runs along the óbackô of 

a number of central Colleges. 

Buttery - a canteen or cafeteria, usually located in a College. 

Don/Fellow - a University lecturer affiliated to a College. 

Formal (hall) - a College meal with waiter service, normally three 

courses and formal attire (academic gown) is worn. The price and frequency 

varies by College. 

Hostels -  College-owned accommodation for students that is situated off the 

main College site. 

MCR (Middle Common Room) - the graduate community in your College. 

Usually there is a physical room in which graduate students can hang out, as 

well as an organisation that runs events and represents the interests of the 

graduate students. 

Porters ï every College has a team of Porters to maintain the safety and 

security of staff and students; theyôll often be your first point of contact for 

information or help around College.  

Sidgwick Site - A central site of many Arts, Humanities and Social 

Science Departments/Faculties. 

U Bus - The óUniversalô Bus connects the Addenbrookeôs biomedical 

campus to central Cambridge and the West Cambridge Site. There is a 

discounted fare for students. 

West Cambridge - the site home to many of the Physical Science and 
Technology departments. 



Christçs College 

C¦w¢I9w LbChwa!¢Lhb 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Student numbers 

96 Fellows 

257 Postgraduates (incl. 144 PhD students) 

407 Undergraduates 

_____________________________________ 

Accommodation 

_____________________________________ 

Scholarships 

www.christs.cam.ac.uk/graduate-funding-

opportunities 

_____________________________________ 

Further information  

graduates@christs.cam.ac.uk 

www.christs.cam.ac.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñBecoming a member of Christôs has been, without a 

doubt, one of the most transformative and fulfilling 

experiences in my life.ò 

Hayden, PhD in Psychology 

From John Milton to Charles Darwin: Christôs has long nurtured 

outstanding scholars, from all kinds of backgrounds, supporting 

them to ñthink differentlyò and break new ground across the arts 

and the sciences. 

We welcome men and women of all nationalities, and from 

every walk of life. Our current students come from over 60 

countries, and our active network of alumni includes leaders in 

politics, business, research and creative industries around the 

world. 

Christôs main site is centrally located, with instant access to the 

shops and cafes of the city centre, but its extensive gardens 

offer an oasis of calm amidst the hubbub, and conceal a 17th-

century swimming pool, alongside a modern gym and squash 

court. The sports grounds and boathouse are a short cycle-ride 

away. 

Christôs aims to provide housing for all postgraduate students 

who request it, and much of our accommodation is located 

within a five minute walk of the main College facilities, which 

include a postgraduate common room and bar, a dining hall 

and canteen, a theatre, art studio, music practice rooms, and a 

well-stocked library which is open twenty-four hours a day. 

Other accommodation is available near to the West Cambridge 

site and train station. 

Our community is large enough to sustain a range of clubs, 

teams and societies, and small enough to ensure that it 

remains close-knit; there are regular talks, seminars and 

dinners bringing together postgraduate students and academic 

staff, and the MCR arranges social and academic events 

throughout the year.  

Room Type Number 
Approximate 

Monthly Rent  

Single 97 Ã510 - Ã650 

Flats (for single 
person occupancy) 

11 Ã745 

Couplesô flats (no 
children) 

6 Ã865 



Churchill College 
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_____________________________________ 

Student numbers 

175 Fellows 

375 Postgraduates (incl. 250 PhD students) 

485 Undergraduates 

_____________________________________ 

Accommodation  

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Scholarships 

www.chu.cam.ac.uk/study-us/postgraduates/

financial-support 

____________________________________ 

Further information 

postgrad@chu.cam.ac.uk  

www.chu.cam.ac.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

ñI am extremely happy and proud to be a member of this College 

and would wholeheartedly recommend Churchill to anyone looking 

to get a complete Cambridge experience.ò 

Kc, PhD in Management Studies  

Churchillôs motto is óForwardô: We look to the future, not the 

past. We pride ourselves in being a warm, friendly, and 

welcoming College with a supportive welfare network. 

Most of our accommodation is on our spacious site, which is 

one of the largest in Cambridge.  Some of the accommodation 

on offer includes high quality family accommodation located 

near to several good schools and nurseries.  Our modern 

accommodation and facilities are excellent and easily 

accessible.  

Churchill has a diverse community and we encourage social 

mobility and internationalism to support our mission of 

excellence and of reaching out to the wider world.  Churchill 

College has a commitment to making scholarships and 

bursaries available to academically strong applicants from a 

wide range of backgrounds. The College also financially 

supports postgraduate students presenting their work at 

conferences.  The postgraduate community actively 

encourages intellectual exchange in the form of an annual 

conference and regular talk series. 

The Collegeôs leafy site is close to the West Cambridge site and 

within easy reach of the University Library and Sidgwick Site. 

We are near enough to central Cambridge to enjoy a city 

location, but far enough out to benefit from space, quiet and 

greenery. Facilities include a bar/coffee shop, on-site sports 

pitches, a gym, a 300-seat theatre/cinema, performance and 

recording facilities for music and the arts, and studio space. All 

this constitutes a vibrant hub of activity. Clubs and societies, 

coupled with a calendar of social events, provide many 

opportunities to meet people and make lasting friendships. 

Room Type Number 
Approximate 

Monthly Rent 

Single 197 Ã420 - Ã780 

Flats/Family 45 Ã820 - Ã1,000 



Clare College 
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_____________________________________ 

Student numbers 

120 Fellows 

300 Postgraduates (incl. 120 PhD students) 

504 Undergraduates 

_____________________________________ 

Accommodation 

 

_____________________________________ 

Scholarships 

www.clare.cam.ac.uk/Finance-and-Scholarships 

_____________________________________ 

Further information 

graduate-admissions@clare.cam.ac.uk 

www.clare.cam.ac.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

ñClare has been incredibly supportive and the collegiate system has 

allowed me to be part of a diverse community of people from different 

background and from all over the world...Clare has a reputation for being 

friendly and it has certainly lived up to that.ò 

 Ridhwaan, PhD in Applied Maths and Theoretical Physics  

Clare is located in the centre of Cambridge and is the second 

oldest Cambridge College. Clare is known for its beautiful 

buildings, its Chapel Choir, and for its gardens overlooking the 

River Cam.  

Clare has approximately 300 postgraduates, making it small 

enough to be friendly but big enough to be interesting and varied, 

with students from all over the world. Clare postgraduate life 

combines tradition with friendliness, within a welcoming and 

supportive community.  

Clare postgraduates play a pivotal role in College life. They have 

representation on all College committees and run the annual 

Clareity Symposium that brings together students and Fellows to 

present and discuss current research. Being a member of the MCR 

provides a host of advantages, eg an exclusive comfortable 

common room in Old Court, various organised social events and 

access to all College societies, ranging from Clare Politics to the 

Clare Boat Club. Thereôs a formal dinner in Clareôs Great Hall for 

the postgraduate community every Friday in term time. Lunch and 

dinner are available at other times in the College Buttery and 

postgraduate students are also provided with kitchen facilities.  

Clareôs own College library has more than 30,000 books and two 

computer rooms. Students can take a break in the Library 

Common Room where there are easy chairs, a wide-screen TV, 

tea and coffee making facilities, a vending machine, and a fiction 

collection. 

All students are assigned a Tutor, who is their College contact for 

academic guidance and welfare matters. Clareôs pastoral team 

also includes two College nurses.  

Room Type Number 
Approximate 

Monthly Rent 

Single 95 Ã482 - Ã708 

Flats/Double 7 Ã1,017 - Ã1,029 

Flats/Single 9 Ã691 - Ã707 



Clare Hall 
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For graduate students  

_____________________________________ 

Student numbers 

67 Fellows 

181 Postgraduates (incl. 96 PhD students)

_____________________________________ 

Accommodation 

 

_____________________________________ 

Scholarships 

www.clarehall.cam.ac.uk/funding 

_____________________________________ 

Further information 

tutorial.office@clarehall.cam.ac.uk 

www.clarehall.cam.ac.uk 

Clare Hall is a warm and welcoming environment. It is a 

small and intimate College that aims to provide support for 

all academics, whether that be in the library, over a cup of 

tea, during a debate or in an academic lecture. 

Clare Hall was founded in 1966, envisaged as a College 

with three main classes of members: University teaching 

officers whose principal focus was research; visiting 

academics; and postgraduate students.   

One of only two graduate-only Colleges, it is also the 

smallest and renowned for its informal approach to 

college life. On arrival, Clare Hall quickly feels like home 

and is a friendly setting where social and intellectual 

meetings can regularly take place.  

Many of our postgraduate students prefer to be in a 

mature community that offers facilities and support that is 

tailored to fit their needs. Clare Hall offers a community 

that is active all year round, with accommodation 

available during term time and in vacations, as well as 

catering provisions throughout the year. The College also 

hosts regular art exhibitions and musical performances, 

along with frequent informal gatherings, seminars and 

talks. 

We pride ourselves on being a community of equals who 

are committed to academic excellence. 

 

Room Type Number 
Approximate 

Weekly Rent 

Single 84 Ã109 - Ã136 

Double 10 Ã167 - Ã183 

En suite 22 Ã142 

Flats (including 3 
Family Flats) 

9 Ã171 - Ã311 



Corpus Christi College 
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_____________________________________ 

Student numbers 

60 Fellows 

240 Postgraduates (incl. 180 PhD students) 

280 Undergraduates 

_____________________________________ 

Accommodation 

_____________________________________ 

Scholarships 

www.corpus.cam.ac.uk/postgraduate-study/

scholarships 

_____________________________________ 

Further information 

graduate-administrator@corpus.cam.ac.uk 

www.corpus.cam.ac.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"ñLeckhampton, Corpus Christi's postgraduate site, has everything a 

graduate student could wish for: great accommodation, stunning gardens, 

good food, and an amazing postgraduate community. I found it a 

nurturing, restful place to work and study."  

Damien, PhD in Law 

Corpus has both a historic central site and a dedicated 

postgraduate campus, Leckhampton, a 5-minute cycle away. 

With its idyllic gardens, hall, bar, TV, music and computer 

rooms, library, squash and tennis courts, sports field, gym and 

open-air swimming pool, Leckhampton provides an excellent 

base for postgraduate study. Postgraduates also make use of 

the central site to study in the Taylor Library, have lunch with 

friends in Hall, grab a coffee in the Pelican Bar or attend formal 

dinners. The Sidgwick site and the University Library are a 

short walk away from Leckhampton and the U bus route links 

both sites with the station, Addenbrooke's, and with West 

Cambridge.   

Corpusô MCR Committee organise a range of social activities: 

from TV nights, pub quizzes and themed parties to visits to the 

Botanic Gardens, barbecues and welfare teas. Many Corpus 

postgraduates also get involved in the Collegeôs thriving music 

societies, reading groups and sports teams. Corpus students 

come from diverse backgrounds and study a wide range of 

subjects, making for lively exchanges of ideas during regular 

talks by Fellows, outside speakers or postdoctoral researchers. 

The Leckhampton Society hosts presentations of postgraduate 

student research twice a term, offering an ideal practice ground 

for postgraduates to present their work to a general audience.  

As summed up by one postgraduate: "Leckhampton has the 

perfect vibe -- amazing grounds, great facilities and a unique 

blend of Corpus traditions, yet at the same time creating a 

supportive, modern and relaxed culture for studying and 

living."   

Room Type Number 
Approximate 

Weekly Rent 

Single (not en 
suite)   

82 Ã110 - Ã155 

Single (en suite) 42 Ã151 - Ã182  



Darwin College 
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For graduate students  

_____________________________________ 

Student numbers 

74 Fellows 

696 Postgraduates (incl. 471 PhD students) 

_____________________________________ 

Accommodation 

_____________________________________ 

Scholarships 

www.darwin.cam.ac.uk/student-finance  

_____________________________________ 

Further information 

deanery@darwin.cam.ac.uk  

www.darwin.cam.ac.uk 

ñDarwin, to me, feels like a big family. We have the largest postgraduate 

community and pride ourselves in our internationalityé but it is the 

friendly, open and social nature that is so characteristic of Darwinians 

that will really help you settle in.ò 

Luis 

Founded in the family home of Charles Darwin's son and grandson, 

we were Cambridgeôs first graduate-only College and the first 

College to admit both men and women. Today we are one of the 

larger Colleges. Darwin College has 74 Fellows and around 700 

students who come from nearly 80 countries. 

Situated centrally, Darwin is close to many of the University 

departments (and on a convenient bus route). Darwin boasts 

peaceful hidden gardens near the river Cam, as well as our own 

punts, kayaks and canoe. Our lovely gardens and quiet Study Centre 

are counterbalanced by the busy dining hall and exuberant DarBar. 

Our students study for postgraduate degrees in disciplines spanning 

the whole spectrum from Anglo-Saxon to Zoology. Darwin fosters an 

informal and egalitarian atmosphere for this multi-disciplinary, 

international community. Students and Fellows meet and talk at 

academic seminars, over meals and at social and sporting events 

and in running the annual Darwin College Lecture Series (a major 

public event with high-profile speakers every week during Lent 

Term). Our students and Fellows are not segregated (we donôt have 

a High Table) and students are members of many of the Collegeôs 

governing committees. 

Whether it's spending long hours on some recalcitrant analytical 

instrument, or struggling over an obscure text in an ancient language, 

Darwinians don't do extraordinary things because they are trying to 

be extraordinary ï but because the puzzles are there and deserve to 

be studied. 

You will no doubt have many questions, some of which will be 

answered here: www.darwin.cam.ac.uk/information-for-offer-holders.   

Room Type Number 
Approximate 

Weekly Rent 

Single 314 Ã95.20 - Ã207.27 

Studio (Doubles) 12 Ã210 

One bedroom flat 14 Ã184 - Ã263 

Two bedroom flat 9 Ã212 - Ã343 



Downing College 
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_____________________________________ 

Student numbers 

50 Fellows 

390 Postgraduates (incl. 200 PhD students) 

475 Undergraduates 

_____________________________________ 

Accommodation 

_____________________________________ 

Scholarships 

www.dow.cam.ac.uk/students/finances-bursaries-

and-awards 

_____________________________________ 

Further information 

graduate-admissions@dow.cam.ac.uk 

www.dow.cam.ac.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñDowning has truly been a welcoming and fostering home for me 

throughout my time in Cambridge. The amicable air of Downing is 

reflected not only in its openness to the general public, but also in 

the day-to-day interactions of its students.ò 

Hassan, Engineering  

Founded in 1800, Downing is both the newest of the óoldô 

Colleges and the oldest of the ónewô. Our beautiful Neo-

Classical buildings are set in a spacious landscape of lawns, 

trees and gardens in the heart of Cambridge, close to many 

University faculties and departments. Downing is a diverse and 

welcoming place. We welcome applications from anyone with 

talent and commitment to join our friendly, academic 

community.  

Downing is an inspiring place to live and study. We accept 

students in all subjects, and our highly respected teaching and 

research staff are dedicated to helping students realise their full 

potential.  

The majority of postgraduate accommodation is on the main 

College site. This helps build the strong sense of community so 

characteristic of Downing. The accommodation is exceptional, 

with the majority of rooms being single en suite occupancy with 

a limited number of flats for couples. Several rooms are 

adapted for students with physical or sensory impairments.  

Our facilities include a well-stocked Maitland Robinson Library, 

the magnificent Howard Theatre and the new purpose-built 

Heong Gallery. Downing has a strong musical tradition, with a 

flourishing Chapel choir, frequent concerts and recitals. Our 

excellent sporting facilities include a gym, tennis and 

basketball/netball courts, as well as an off-site sports ground 

and boathouse by the river. Postgraduate students also enjoy 

the College Butterfield Caf® and a lively MCR common room 

with a wide-screen TV, tea/coffee making facilities, a bar, pool 

and table-football and is where meetings, movie nights and 

other social occasions also take place.  

Room Type Number 
Approximate 

Weekly Rent 

Single 153 Ã140 - Ã193 

Flats/Family 12 Ã180 - Ã281 


